Introduction to Spiritual Warfare
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“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12, NASB) 

What is spiritual warfare?
What is warfare?
· War + fare - from 15th century English combining weary and fare (journey)
· Definition - a struggle (hostile conflict) between enemies (competing entities)


Spiritual Warfare is..
· "The Christian struggle against forces of evil which is a constant feature of the life of faith."
Spiritual Warfare is..
· "spiritual" is the adjective, so...
· There is a call upon the supernatural
· The struggle is related to the matters of the spirit

Denver's definition:
"The Christian journey to overcome the opposing forces of God's mission by the supernatural help of the Holy Spirt."

3 key concepts of Spiritual Warfare
1. Constant
2. Forces - plurality of the enemy
3. Battlefield awareness


Constant nature of Spiritual Warfare

Types of War
1. "Hot" War
2. "Cold" War
a. Peace - "war on the doctrine of chaos"

Methods of War
1. Strategic
2. Tactical

Ephesians 6:18
Acts 8:4


Spiritual Warfare Combatants
1. Flesh (1 Peter 4:1-4)
2. World (James 4:1-4)
3. Satan (1 Peter 5:8)

Demons are real, but their reality is mere illusion in the presence of the ontological absoluteness of God. Real power and substance can only be derived from God. Outside of him, there can only be but the mere whisper of reality. Since demons are separated from God, the only power they can possibly have is the power human beings mistakenly and naively attribute to them.
Demons can only terrorize those who attribute to them the power to do so.

In continuity with the Old Testament, spiritual warfare in the New Testament is a concept that primarily refers to the tensions, the conflicts, the ethical options and the worldview choices that Christians face. These struggles are in the realms of reason and of allegiances, and believers are invited to address them with the supernatural help of the Holy Spirit

Romans 8:2-16
Luke 10:17-20
2 Corinthians 11:1-4


Battlefields of Spiritual Warfare
1. Psychological - Mind (thoughts and emotions)
2. Physical - Biological environment 
3. Pneumatic - spiritual realm

Spiritual warfare has its origin in a rebellion of many angels against God. Satan is seen as the prince of this world, leading an array of forces opposed to God. Although disarmed by Jesus Christ on the cross, they remain a powerful threat to the church and to individual believers.

Evil is any act, object or behavior that threatens a person’s relationship with God as well as his or her well-being or that of fellow human beings.

Isaiah 14:12-15
2 Peter 2:4
2 Corinthians 10:1-6
Jude 6
Colossians 1:13


Battle Readiness

1. Prepare (train, equip)
1. No fear (courageous)
1. Subordinate (submit, trust, obey)
1. Attack (on the offense)


Deut 20:1-4, Matthew 24:6-7
Joshua 5:13-15
Joel 3:9-10
Mark 16:15-18

Battle readiness is based completely in the concept of equipping and training.
1. Equipping provides the uniform and gear to allow for engaging in battle.
1. Training sets the attitude, morale, methods (strategy and tactics) towards engaging in battle including how to use the equipment in battle.



1. Attack 
0. Assault, harass, molest, assail, strike, damage, bombard, threaten, confront, harm, hit, batter, violent, hassle, pester, stalk, disturb, unsettle, interrupt, distract, beat, abuse, annoy, torment, annihilate, smash, torture, beset, clobber, punch, hurt, mar, wound, injure, berate, smack, wallop, hammer, thrash, pound, defeat, overcome, destroy, exterminate, impair, break, mutilate, maim, obliterate, devastate, ruin, demolish, eradicate, abolish, eliminate, waste, wreck, trash, trounce, vanquish, conquer, overthrow, rout, ravage, confound, distress, shatter, raid, foray, invade, ransack, storm, defy, oppose, fight, massacre, kill, butcher, slaughter, execute, wipe out, trouble, slay, assassinate, crush, mug, stab, shoot, lay into, whip, exploit, afflict, slap, 
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1. Attacking, storming the gates of hell, on the offense
1. “The violent take it by force”
1. “Didn’t come to bring peace, but a sword”
1. Bold, progressive combat, not open field or rank and file, but divine/Biblical guerrilla tactics
1. “Most people would succeed in small things, if they were not troubled with great ambitions.” —Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Drift-Wood
1. Hesitation is death…death of a vision, death of movement, death of the possibility of new life
5. Don’t hesitate, procrastinate, delay, linger, or withdraw, always move forward, act with obedient haste, progress, advance, and accelerate in a brazen resolve.
5. Disarming the enemy, assaulting hell, eliminating the effect of death by engaging in active soul-winning
1. Re-authorization of the church to exercise the supreme influence and power of God, re-establish the dominance of the gospel of Christ
1. Targets of opportunity in a target-rich environment
1. Go
8. to give access, lead, reach, stretch, extend, spread, perform, operate, drive, liveliness, try, attempt
8. to proceed without delay and often in a thoughtless or reckless manner
8. to apply oneself
8. to maintain or perform a certain action or motion
8. to pass by award, assignment, or lot 
8. to undergo a change
8. Matt 10
8. Great commission
7. Matt 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach﻿﻿ all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
7. Mark 16:15-18 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.



1. Do – Execute and Act
9. perform, complete, achieve, execute, resolve, carry out, exert
9. doers, as in the book of James
9. Accomplice, collaborator, and abettor for Christ
9. Releasing authority to the laity
9. Enabling, engaging for the Christian work
4. Empower, practical ministry
4. Transition from theoretical to functional
9. We judge ourselves by what we feel capable of doing, while others judge us by what we have already done. —Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Kavanagh
9. a state of real existence rather than possibility
6. “The world can only be grasped by action, not by contemplation.” —Jacob Bronowski, The Ascent of Man
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